
      

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ecologial Information 
 Bromus rubens is an annual grass that 
tends to be found in Mediterranean 
climates that have been disturbed (1).  
They need the fall and winter rain for 
seed germination and establishment 
(3). As the temperatures warm in the 
spring, red brome does most of its 
growing and seeds are dispersed in the 
summer (1).  

Bromus rubens has a large impact on 
the fire ecology of communities. It both 
increases the amount of fires in a 
region and increases the rate fire 
spreads (3).  This is because red brome 
communities add a large amount of 
continuous fuel for fires (3).  The 
increased amount of fires can cause a 

change in the landscape from a shrub 
and perennial grassland to an annual 
grassland (3).  Research has shown that 
following fire, biomass of red brome 
increases dramatically (3). 

Red brome, because it is an exotic 
species to the United States, is an 
aggressive competitor with the native 
species (4).  It out-competes native 
species for soil moisture and nutrients 
and can displace them (3). 

Bromus rubens (Red Brome) 

Bromus rubens is native to southern 
Europe and is considered an invasive 
species in the United States (1).  It is an 
introduced weedy annual species (2) 
that is found in most of the western 
United States (see map to right) and is 
most common in Nevada, Utah, and 
Arizona (1). In Nevda, red brome 
occurs in blackbrush and blackbrush-
creosotebush transition communities 
(1).  In Utah, red brome is found in 
many different plant communities 
including sagebrush, juniper, 
blackbrush, and creosotebush (1).  

Geographic Distribution 
 Finally, in Arizona, red brome invades 

the understory of mesquite bosques 
and in places that are usually open 
and without vegetation (1).  Red 
brome is most commonly found in 
elevations from 4000 to 5000 feet (1). It 
can live in elevations up to 6000 and 
7200 feet in Nevada and California (1). 

 

Bromus rubens increases the 
occurrence of fire in plant 
communities. 
Picture From: 
http://www.rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au/sc
ience/hot_science_topics/Ecolog
y_of_Cumberland_Plain_Woodlan
d/woodland_ecology/impacting
_events?SQ_DESIGN_NAME=print
er_friendly 
 

 

Picture of Bromus rubens 
also called red brome or 
foxtail brome. 
 
This picture is from: 
http://micologia.net/g2/s
lideshow.php?set_album
Name=album488 
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Distribution of Bromus rubens by state. Picture 
from: 
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=
BRRU2  


